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India was 900,224, so that, in this interchange of population, there
was a net loss to Rajputana of 666,506 persons. But in the western
States emigration is an annual event, whatever be the nature of the
season, as there is practically but one harvest, the kharif, and as soon
as it is gathered in September or October large numbers of people
leave every year to find employment in Sind, Bahawalpur, and else-
where, usually returning shortly before the rains are expected to break.
Moreover, the recent famine caused more than the usual amount of
emigration. Lastly, the traders known as Marwaris, who were born
in Rajputana and have their homes and families there, play an
important part in the commerce of India; and there is hardly a town
where the ' thrifty denizen of the sands of Western and Northern Raj-
putana has not found his way to fortune, from the petty grocer's shop
in a Deccan village to the most extensive banking and broking con-
nexion in the commercial capitals of both east and west India.'

No vital statistics are recorded for Rajputana as a whole; but the
registration of births and deaths was, in 1904, attempted in ten entire
States and one chiefship, having a total area of 53,178 square miles
and a population of 3,051,555, and at the capitals of six other States
and two small towns which together contain 330,660 inhabitants.
The mortality statistics are believed to be more accurate than those
of births, but, except perhaps in some of the larger towns, both sets
of figures are unreliable.

The principal diseases treated in the hospitals are malarial affections,
ulcers and abscesses, diseases of the skin or eye, respiratory and
rheumatic affections, diseases of the ear, and diarrhoea and dysentery.
Malarial and splenic affections account for more than 18 per cent,
of the cases, and the variations in the different States or divisions are
hardly worth noting, though perhaps the large proportion in the dry
climate of Blkaner and the smaller in the more moist eastern States
are rather contrary to the general opinion. Ulcers and abscesses
account for nearly 12 per cent., and seem most prevalent in the centre
and east, while diseases of the skin (also about 12 per cent.) are
especially frequent in the western States, possibly owing to the want
of water for cleansing purposes. Diseases of the eye are admitted
in largest numbers in the centre, east, and south, while respiratory
affections are less frequent in the west than elsewhere. Cholera and
small-pox visitations occur periodically; but as regards the latter, the
effects of vaccination are everywhere becoming apparent, and those
who most oppose the operation are not unfrequently convinced, when
too late, by the fate of their own children and the escape of those
of their neighbours, of their error in neglecting vaccination.

Plague is believed to have made its first appearance in Rajputana
in 1836. It broke out with great virulence at Pali, a town of Jodhpur,